
Voter 
Registration 

The problem and how we can fix it. 



Not surprisingly, voter registration was designed to exclude 
• Massachusetts begins voter registration. 
• Caper v. Foster decision: Supreme Court ruling allows for voter registration to move forward and 

deems the practice as constitutional. 
• This grants states free reign in selecting who may register to vote. 



Voter Registration 
Requirements

• Poll taxes, literacy tests, felon disenfranchisement, residency requirements 

• The original system was designed to exclude low-income residents and 
black people 



2020 Turnout 
numbers 

In 2020, Those who made $30,000 -
$39,999, voter turnout was at 63.6%. 
For those with incomes from $100,000 -
$149,999, voter turnout was at 81%. 
This translates into a 17.4% difference. 

During the 2020 general elections, 
white voters turned out at a rate of 
71%. Nonwhite voters turned out a rate 
of 58% which is a gap of 13% . 



Solutions 

Automatic Voter 
Registration 

Same Day Voter 
Registration 

VITA Voter Registration 



Automatic Voter Registration 

• Automatically registers someone 
to vote anytime they interact with 
any sort of government apparatus. 

• Also automatically updates voter 
registrations if someone were to 
move. 

• 16 states plus the District of 
Columbia have AVR. 

• This process has incorporated 
more than 2.2 million people onto 
the voter rolls and has helped 6 
million people update their voter 
registrations. 



Same Day Voter 
Registration 

• Allows for a voter to register and vote all in the same day.

• 20 States and the District of Columbia have some form of same day 
registration.  



Registration at 
VITA Sites 

• VITA Clients will have the opportunity to register to vote at all 7 
VITA locations in the City. 

• VITA provides free tax preparation services to those making 
$57,000 per year or less. 

• Preliminary data showed an 8 percent increase in voter 
registrations at other VITA sites and a 10-point increase among 
those 18-34. 



VITA Voter 
Registration 

• Voter registration took 
place at all eight VITA sites 



Procedure 

Step Five Acquired voter registrations biweekly from each site, and sometimes 
had city staff gather them to turn in to the Board of Elections

Step Four Ensured that sites gave the opportunity for clients to register to vote 

Step Three Delivered materials and voter registration guidelines to all VITA sites 

Step Two Trained VITA volunteers and site coordinators on how to register 
voters 

Step One Procured voter registrations 



Results 

22 VITA clients were registered to vote 
throughout the season 

I was a little disappointed in the low 
results but that is TWENTY-TWO whole 
people who are now enfranchised 

The City plans to continue with the 
program after I graduate 



Is voting 
really a 
right in 

this 
country? 


